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BOOK  
 

A rare document is now digitized-      

Lancaster’s African community 

1820-1849  
From the Archives & Journal of LancasterHistory- 

Lanaster County’s Historical Society 

 

BOOK  
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“The Negro Entry Book… 
Essentially a Lancaster city directory for the 

period 1820-1849...a unique local document  

because no other city directory exists for the   

period prior to 1843.   More importantly,     

however, the Entry Book is an invaluable  

guide to Lancaster City's Antebellum Black              

population.”  
Dr. Leroy T. Hopkins, Jr., introduction to his 1984 article in the 

Journal of the Lancaster County Historical Society 

Design & photography for this report, unless otherwise noted, by Randolph Harris, Archivist, African American Historical Society 
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LancasterHistory Research  Collections 

Cover Photo and image on this page: the hard cover of the original ledger book donated to Lancaster 

County Historical Society by a person unknown in the early 1980s. Original manual transcription of more 

that 340 entries covering the period 1820 to 1849 was accomplished by Dr. Leroy T. Hopkins, Jr., Lancaster 

County’s foremost historian of African American history and culture, for the article cited here. 
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Negro Entry Book original bound ledger and detail of the first entry 
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Predominant locations of  

African American Households 

- Owners and tenants - 

City of Lancaster 

1820 to 1849 

 
 

Adamstown - 36 

Mussertown - 17 

Spring Garden - 17 
 

This record shows households                                    

of families and individuals of                   

African descent living in all                                    

four quadrants of the City                                           

during this period. 
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 This valuable document digitized for in-depth research potential 

Thanks to Bob Smith,            
 a volunteer with the           

      African American   

     Historical Society  

       who inserted    

              detailed entries  

       into a spreadsheet 

       now available on  

       the AAHSSCPA  

       website  

Photograph by Deborah Smith—Feb. 16, 2021 


