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“The Negro Entry Book...

Essentially a Lancaster city directory for the
period 1820-1849...a unique local document
because no other city directory exists for the
period prior to 1843. More importantly,
however, the Entry Book is an invaluable
guide to Lancaster City's Antebellum Black

pop U la t io n. Y b Leroy T. HopKins, Jr., introduction to his 1984 article in the
Journal of the Lancaster County Historical Society

Design & photography for this report, unless otherwise noted, by Randolph Harris, Archivist, African American Historical Society
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LancasterHistory Research Collections

The Negro Entry Book:

A document of Lancaster’s antebellum Afro-American community

https://collections.lancasterhistory.org/en/permalink/Ihdo2601

Author: Hopkins, Leroy Taft, Jr.

Place of

Publication: [Lancaster, Pa.]

Publisher: Typescript

Date of Publication: 1984.

Physical

Description: 17 p.; 29 cm.

Notes: An analysis of the manuscript known as the

Negro Entry Book.

This typescript copy was later published in the
Lancaster County Historical Society Journal (v.88,
no.4).

Subjects: Gilmore, Isaac
Slavery - Pennsylvania - Lancaster County.
African Americans - Pennsylvania & Lancaster

County.
Location: Lancaster History Library - Lancaster County
Call Number: 326 H794

LancasterHistory

Cover Photo and image on this page: the hard cover of the original ledger book donated to Lancaster
County Historical Society by a person unknown in the early 1980s. Original manual transcription of more
that 340 entries covering the period 1820 to 1849 was accomplished by Dr. Leroy T. Hopkins, Jr., Lancaster

County’s foremost historian of African American history and culture, for the article cited here.
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Negro Entry Book original bound ledger and detail of the first entry
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This record shows households

PLAN

of families and individuals of (a%lt’lj/
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African descent living in all

Map annotations
LI prepared by

four quadrants of the City e

Wi .
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< (R || 7 Consulting Historian,’

Lancaster, PA
January 30, 2021

during this period. P s

Base Map—Reigart Plan, 1848
Courtesy City of Lancaster
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This valuable document digitized for in-depth research potential

Total Date of Entry
By Year Year Entry YYMMDD Person Sex Description Age Specific Residence General Residence Neighborhood Occupation Occupation
1820 1 200529 Clendenin, James M Mulatto 65 Mus sertown Painter Glazier

1 200529 Clendenin, Elizabeth F
1 200529 Clendenin, William M Mulatto 10
1 200529 Clark, Hannah F Mulatto 7
2 200529 Green, Joseph M Negro 52 Mrs. King Mus sertown Laborer
2 200529 Green, Hestor F
2 200529 Charlotte Ei Mulatto
3 200530 Webster, John M Negro 68 Prince Street Laborer Basketmaker
4 200530 Thompson, Samuel M Negro 47 Josia Lockhart South Queen Street Laborer
4

00530 Hannah

s T Thanks to Bob Smith,

530 Grubb, Mark ] Negro 3 Widow Cumy Mus sertown Laborer
Staines, Thomas M Negro 87 John Lintz o' gl gciicy
Staines,Christina = a VOIunteer W’i.ﬁ fhe
Staines, Rebeca F

Staines, Elizabeth
Staines, Joseph
Staines, Henry
Staines, Lydia
Craig, Samuel
Craig, Ameria
Craig, Mary
Craig, Henry

J Craig, unnamed
0 David, Benjamin
0 David, Margaret
David, William
David, Benjamin
Hart, !
David,
Rogers,
Andersor

African American

‘Historical-Society: o
who inserted

Mus sertown . Waiter 5 Coach Dnver
detailed entries
into a spreadsheet

Mus sertown Hostler Wood-sawer

now avidilable on
the AAHSSCPA

website
Laborer
Adamstown Laborer
Adamstown Farmer
» Fencemaker

\\ Adarmstown Distiller
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